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SEMINAR  TO  FOCUS  ON 
ABORTION  CONTROVERSY 


by  Annie  Skelton 


The  members  of  the  recently  initiated 
social  work  curriculum  are  planning  an 
event  that  is  pertinent  to  all  Avila 
students.  On  Monday,  at  6:30  p.m.,  in 
Marian  Center,  there  will  be  a panel  of 
speakers  on  abortion.  Two  doctors,  Frank 
Ammatelli  and  Kerrait  Krantz,  and  two 
students,  Elaine  Whicker  and  Mary  Lou 
Pemberton,  will  present  the  facts  and  lead 
the  discussion.  All  of  the  Avila 
community  are  invited  and  urged  to 
attend,  as  well  as  college-aged  volunteers 
of  Kansas  City’s  Hot  Line  and  members 
of  Co-Swap.  Co-Swap,  Cooperative  Social 
Welfare  Action  Program,  involves 
eighteen  schools  including  Baker 
University,  Rockhurst,  Benedictine, 
University  of  Missouri  at  Kansas  City,  and 
three  of  the  area’s  junior  colleges.  After 
the  individual  presentations,  an  informal 
session  will  be  held,  with  an  opportunity 
for  audience  participation  and  the 
answering  of  questions. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Norris,  social  work 
instructor,  emphasized  that  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  panel  is  to  present  the 
facts,  and  not,  in  any  way,  to  champion  a 
cause  or  to  take  sides.  By  inviting  two 
doctors  who  are  familiar  with  the 
operation  and  its  laws,  as  well  as 
participation  by  two  coeds,  Elaine,  a 
nursing  major,  and  Mary  Lou,  a 
sociology-social  work  major,  the  panel 
will  provide  a look  at  many  of  the  aspects 
involved  in  abortion.  After  analyzing  and 
weighing  the  information,  the  sponsors 
hope  that  every  individual  will  be  more 
equipped  to  make  his  own  personal 
decision,  and  understand  his  “why  or 
why  not.”  According  to  Miss  Norris,  a 
secondary  reason  for  the  discussion  is  to 
let  Avila  know  “that  social  work  has 
arrived!”  If  this  project  is  successful,  they 
want  to  continue  serving  the  college  by 
having  more  current  controversial  issues 
dealing  with  man’s  rights. 

Background  and  statistics  on  abortion 
are  difficult  to  accurately  summarize  for 
numerous  reasons:  1.  the  many 

operations  which  go  unreported.  2.  the 


ambiguity  of  terms,  such  as  complication 
and  prior  and  subsequent  mental  health 
3.  the  current  state  of  rapid  change  in  the 
laws  governing  abortion.  However,  some 
data  concerning  abortion  may  help  in 
understanding  the  speakers,  and  in 
making  one’s  decision. 

Abortion  is  defined  by  most  medical 
authorities  as  the  removal  of  a growing 
embryo  or  fetus  from  the  wall  of  the 
womb,  to  which  it  has  become  attached. 
Removal  is  a surgical  procedure 
accomplished  by  one  of  five  methods, 
usually  determined  by  the  length  of 
gestation.  They  are  1.  saline 
amniocentesis  — which  involves  the 
injection  of  a salt  solution  into  the  uterus 
to  induce  premature  labor  (usually  used 
in  latter  stages  of  pregnancy)  2.  dilation 
and  currettage  - where  the  doctors 
enlarge  the  opening  of  the  womb  with 
instruments,  then  scrape  the  wall  of  the 
womb  to  dislodge  the  embryo  (early 
stage)  3.  suction  — a tube,  similar  to  a 
vacuum  cleaner,  pulls  the  embryo  from 
che  womb  (early  stage)  4.  hysterectomy 
— complete  removal  of  the  uterus  5. 
hysterotomy  — operation  similar  to  a 
Caesarean  in  which  an  incision  is  made 
into  the  uterus. 

Data  on  the  Women 
Who  Receive  Abortions 

(From  a document  published  by 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare  in 
February,  1971.) 

Almost  eighty  per  cent  of  the  women 
who  undergo  abortions  are  white;  the 
remainder  are  members  of  other  races 
combined.  Overall,  the  distribution  of  the 
operation  by  races  is  fairly  close  to  the 
racial  distribution  for  live  births.  For 
example,  although  seventy-nine  per  cnt  of 
the  abortions  are  performed  on  whites, 
white  women  also  have  seventy-six  per 
cent  of  the  live  births. 

In  the  period  from  1968  to  June  of 
1970,  of  the  73,419  abortions  performed 
in  eight  states  sixty-two  per  cent  were  to 
women  under  twenty-five,  while  over 


seventy-eight  per  cent  were  to  those 
under  thirty.  Women  at  the  extremes,  less 
than  twenty  or  over  thirty-five,  had  a 
higher  proportion  of  abortions  than  of 
live  births. 

In  the  nearly  49,200  abortions 
performed  from  1967  to  June  of  ’70  in 
eight  states,  12,862  of  those  patients 
were  married.  Seventy-three  or  36,050 
were  not. 

In  the  survey  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  of  nine 
states  with  revised  laws,  over  ninety  per 
cent  of  the  reported  abortions  were  for 
mental  health  reasons.  Following  in  order 
of  frequency  were  maternal  physical 
health,  rape  or  incest,  other,  fetal 
indications. 

The  cost  to  the  patient  depends  on 
many  variables,  including  length  of 
gestation,  procedure,  complications, 
hospitalization,  type  and  location  of 
facility,  and  at  times,  the  person’s  ability 
to  pay.  Kansas  hospitals  average  $250, 
but  from  $450-500  if  one  stays  overnight. 


Social  Justice  is  everyone’s 
responsibility.  In  Rome,  the  Catholic 
Church  is  taking  its  part  through  the 
meetings  and  discussions  of  the 
International  Synod  of  Bishops.  Closer  to 
home  is  the  Diocesan  Congress  on  Social 
Justice  called  by  Bishop  Helmsing  and  the 
Pastoral  Council  of  this  area.  The 
congressional  sessions  took  the 
responsibility  of  alerting  the  community 
to  the  bond  between  the  church  and 
racism,  war  and  poverty.  Appropriately 
named  “A  CALL  TO  ACTION,”  it 
opened  new  channels  of  activity  to  ensure 
that  justice  is  done. 

A combined  opening  session  was  held 
Sunday,  October  10  from  1:30  to  5:30  at 
St.  Theresa  Academy.  The  basic 
discussion  on  JUSTICE  AND  THE 
CATHOLIC  CHURCH  was  led  ~ 
Monsignor  Robert  Fox  of  New  York 
Gty  and  Mr.  James  Jennings,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Bishops  Commission  on 
World  Justice  and  Peace. 


Other  figures  gathered  by  the  government 
were  $145  for  Beth  Israel  in  New  York 
City,  $575  for  Park  East  in  New  York 
City,  and  $150  for  John  Hopkins. 

State  Laws 

State  laws  on  abortion  are  in  a period 
of  challenge  and  change.  Although  they 
differ  in  many  respects,  for  easier 
understanding  they  can  be  grouped  as  1. 
more  restrictive  2.  less  restrictive  3.  least 
restrictive.  Falling  in  the  first  category  are 
those  states  which  allow  abortion  only  to 
protect  the  life  of  the  pregnant  woman. 
Next,  are  those  which  permit  abortion 
not  only  to  preserve  life,  but  also  the 
health  of  the  woman.  Finally,  the  least 
restrictive  states  require  no  reason  at  all. 
The  latest  Kansas  law,  passed  only  last 
year,  falls  into  this  last  class,  although 
most  doctors  require  that  the  operation 
be  for  mental  or  physical  health  reasons. 
Also  demanded  is  at  least  one  referral, 
preferably  two.  Missouri’s  statute  is  much 
stricter.  Only  in  a case  of  life  or  death  can 
an  abortion  be  performed. 


Five  general  sessions  followed;  the 
topics  were:  “Theology  of  Social 

Change,”  “Channels  of  Change  and 
Action,”  “Racism  and  the  Christian,” 
“Peace,  War  and  Christian  Conscience,” 
and  “What  is  To  Be  Done.”  Key 
personnel  and  parish  delegates  were 
invited  to  attend:  Sister  Rosemary 
Flanigan,  professor  of  philosophy  at 
Avila,  appeared  at  the  session  concerning 
PEACE,  WAR  AND  CHRISTIAN 
CONSCIENCE. 

Local  Action/ A wareness  programs 
were  held  for  parishoners  and  any  other 
interested  people  of  the  community. 
School  children  were  involved  ' hrough 
special  sessions  held  during  the  day. 

The  six  week  program  lasted  from 
October  10  to  November  15.  The 
problem  of  social  justice  was  thoroughly 
discussed  and  scores  of  ideas  for 
improvement  were  approached:  what  is 
needed  now  is  ACTION. 


Community  A lert  — 

"A  Call  to  Action  " 


respond 


thank  our  neighbors 


Thanksgiving  Day  will  soon  be  upon  us  and  it  might  be  interesting 
to  speculate  about  just  how  many  families  will  truly  come  together  and 
give  thanks  for  what  they  have.  Or  how  many  will  traditionally  gather 
at  the  dinner  table  and  feast  on  the  big , baked  bird  with  all  the 
trimmings?  How  many  women  will  literally  slave  to  prepare  the  best 
dinner  ever  and  may  consequently  overlook  the  real  significance  of  their 
efforts?  How  many  children  will  conceive  only  vivid  images  of  Pilgrims 
and  Indians  (in  proper  attire , of  course),  muskets  and  turkey  hunts,  and 
an  abundance  of  pumpkin  pie?  How  many  men  will  comfortably  attach 
themselves  to  a chair  nearest  that  which  they  cherish  — bowl  game 
broadcasts? 

Certainly,  every  person  has,  to  greater  and  lesser  degrees , 
something  or  more  intimately  someone,  to  be  thankful  for.  If  a family 
is  together  and  finds  joy  in  their  union  — a reciprocal  giving  of 
happiness  — then  they  are  celebrating  and  thanking  each  other  for  all 
that  they've  given  to  make  that  joy  a reality.  One  who  works  for  a 
pleasureable  meal  may  do  so  for  the  family  as  an  act  of  thanks  — 
“thank  you  for  being  here;  for  helping  me  to  feel  a unique 
meaningfulness  in  life."  This  is  what  we  should  all  find  through  each 
other  — our  own  life’s  purpose. 

Society  may  not  crumble  if  we  fail  to  formally  acknowledge  the 
“ democratic  American  government,"  material  wealth  and  prosperity,  or 
social  opportunities  and  achievements.  And  surely  those  will  not  be 
damned  to  hell  who  deny  or  question  the  existence  of  divine  favor.  But 
when  do  we  thank  each  other?  When  do  we  show  our  thanks  to  those 
who  have  given  parts  of  themselves  for  others  to  grow  through  and  to 
grow  with?  When  do  we  stop  and  think  of  those  who  offer  gifts  of  love; 
who  share  their  knowledge  and  accept  our  own  mistakes  as  only 
human?  When  do  we  cease  our  own  self-gratification  long  enough  to  say 
“ thank  you,  friends,  for  being  with  me  — for  helping  me  to  be  real?" 

Yet,  if  we  don’t  believe  in  people , we  can  no  more  thank  each 
other  than  the  godless  man  can  thank  his  god.  But  still  there  remains  an 
undeniable  fact  which  is  more  or  less  manifest  in  each  individual’s  life  — 
we  do  need  each  other . . . and  for  whatever  we’ve  received,  why  not 
return  those  gifts  by  offering  a part  of  ourselves . . . and  thank  our 
neighbors . . . 

Have  a beautiful  Thanksgiving! 

P.D. 
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Free  Fall  Seeks  Total 
Student  Involvement 


Mary  Ann  Fairchild 


TTie  college  or  university  newspaper  is 
to  the  academic  community  what  the 
town  and  city  dailies  are  to  the 
community  of  society:  the  most 
important  oracle  of  communication  of  a 
free  people.  The  goal  of  a free  press  in  a 
free  society  is  truth,  and  the  newspaper 
is  the  voice  of  this  truth,  protecting  the 
people’s  right  to  freedom  of  speech. 

FREE  FALL  is  proud  to  fulfill 
such  a role  for  the  students  of 
Avila,  however  we  of  the  staff 
wish  to  encourage  you,  the 
citizens  of  the  Avila  community, 
to  assume  greater  participation  and 
involvement  in  your  future  and  in 
your  country  by  claiming  your 
right  to  free  expression  through 
your  campus  newspaper. 

The  student  newspaper  is  the’ primary 
means  of  communication  among  colleges 
and  universities,  thus  in  order  for  Avila 
students  to  keep  up  with  what  is  going 
on  at  other  academic  institutions,  they 
should  show  an  interest  in  perusing  the 
papers  from  other  campuses.  Every  day 
numerous  college  newspapers  pour  into 
the  FREE  FALL  office.  Since  we  are 
now  in  new  quarters  in  Lower  Marian 
Center  and  are  on  the  fringe  of  an  area 
where  many  students  congregate  every 
day,  we  are  making  an  effort  to  post  on 
a large  bulletin  board  in  lower  Marian 
Center  the  newspapers  we  receive 
constantly  from  other  area  institutions, 
as  well  as  pertinent  mail  which  may  be 
of  great  interest  to  you.  There  will  also 
be  a large  orange  box  placed  next  to 
one  of  the  posts  in  lower  Marian  Center 
for  the  deposit  of  news  items,  articles, 
suggestions,  or  any  thing  else  you  may 
want  to  contribute  to  YOUR  newspaper. 

If  you  have  the  idea  that  it  is 
solely  the  responsibility  of  the 
FREE  FALL  staff,  the  members 
of  the  Student  Publications 


Workshop,  to  produce  a student 
newspaper,  then  you  harbor  a 
great  misapprehension.  We  are 
merely  the  servants  of  the  student 
body:  the  organizers,  the  planners, 
the  copy  editors,  the  layout 
artists,  and  the  distributors;  the 
voices  that  speak  from  the  printed 
page  must  be  your  voices, 
otherwise  we  cannot  claim  to  be  a 
“student  publication.” 

John  Donne  said  something  once  that 
keeps  being  remembered,  probably 
because  it  is  an  unchanging  truth:  “No 
man  is  an  island  entire  of  himself,  but 
each  man  is  part  of  the  continent,  a part 
of  the  main  ...”  You,  no  matter  how 
aware  you  may  be  of  your  uniqueness, 
still  remain  a member  of  the  body  of 
humanity,  and  what  you  choose  to  do 
or  not  do  affects  all  the  other  members. 
Avila  College  is  not  an  island  either,  but 
despite  its  individuality  is  part  of  a 
larger  academic  community.  The  total 
academic  community  is  not  isolated 
either,  but  is  a significant  part  of  the 
national  scene;  the  nation  in  turn  is  a 
“continent”  which  takes  its  place  among 
all  the  other  continents  on  earth,  and 
the  earth  is  a very  small  island  floating 
in  the  sea  of  space,  yet  an  integral  part 
of  a system  in  space.  What  all  this 
means  is  that  you  are  already  involved 
and  really  had  no  choice  about  it  since 
the  day  you  were  conceived.  Some 
simply  choose  to  ignore  the 
responsibility  that  accompanies  being 
bom;  others  choose  to  accept  the 
challenge  of  the  impossible  dream, 
realizing  that  without  visions  of 
impossible  dreams,  dreams  that  can 
become  realities  will  be  impossible  to 
achieve.  If  you  are  aware  of  yourself 
realistically  and  accept  the  challenge  of 
life,  you  cannot  remain  silent  — inner 
torment  will  force  you  to  loose  your 
tongue  and  SPEAK! 


Open  House  Splits  Campus 

Recently,  a petition  was  seen  on  the  lobby  buUetin  boards  of  the  two  residence 
halls,  stating  words  to  the  effect  that  a week-end  “open  house”  policy  was  requested 
by  undersigned  dormitory  students.  This  act  centers  around  a question  which  has  been 
hotly  debated  at  Avila  for  several  years,  and  recently  becoming  more  and  more 
frequent.  In  fact,  any  facet  of  the  subject  brings  different  reactions  from  all  directions 
indignation,  fear,  anger,  doubt.  When  asking  whether  or  not  open  house  should  be 
allowed,  one  confronts  emphatic  “no’s,”  who  argue  that  male  friends  have  other  places 
to  go  and  dorm  residents  have  only  one  - their  dorm.  The  “yes’s”  argue  that  thev  are 
not  adequate  because  in  a true  place  of  residence,  (or  home),  male  and  female  guests 
are  allowed,  pose  on  the  negative  side  say  “Avila  is  not  ready  for  that  yet  ” and 
mention  the  fact  that  just  this  year  has  the  optional  no  hours  policy  been  issued  to  all 

umr  St0p  there?  Why  not  keep  ^ process  moving”  Those 
opposed  reply,  that  it  has  to  terminate  somewhere.” 

f.  **  wh0,e,’  debate  usuaUy  ,eans  heavUy  toward  the  negative  side.  The  pro’s 
often  find  themselves  swamped  with  diversified  reasons  explaining  why  “open  house” 
will  not  work  and  are  forced  to  be  on  the  defensive.  Many  times  they  can’t  really  find 
concrete  reasons  to  convey  the  necessity  of  such  a policy  except  that  they  feel 
hemmed  in,  watched,  treated  as  children,  and  are  not  being  given  the  freedom  to 
choose  the  who,  when,  and  where  of  their  associates.  And  upon  this  point,  the 
promoters  break  into  various,  unsteady  sub-groups.  There  are  those  who  want  solely 
open  lounges,  and  those  who  want  rooms  and  lounges;  those  who  want  Saturday 
nights  and  Sunday  afternoons  and  those  who  want  just  Sunday  afternoons.  And  there 
are  those  who  dispute  the  number  of  times  per  month  that  the  policy  should  be 
effective.  Above  all  the  rabble,  there  are  higher-ups  who  are  saying  that  the  students 
have  no  authority  to  even  “decide  to  decide.” 

What  do  you  think?  Why  not  express  your  views  on  this  subject  and  help  to 
bring  about  a realistic  settlement?  The  decision  may  take  a long  time  to  reach,  but  as 
it  has  been  said,  the  longest  journey  starts  with  the  smallest  step. 

Susie  Dailey 

Yearbook  Question:  Student  Voices  Heard 


The  Student  Uovemment  Board  poses 
a question  to  all  students  as  to  what 
should  be  done  about  the  yearbook. 

SGA  felt  that  no  one  was  interested 
because  no  one  had  voiced  an  opinion. 
Then,  November  8,  two  freshmen  came 
to  the  board  meeting  and  announced 
that  they  wanted  a yearbook  and  were 
willing  to  work  on  it.  This  set  the  board 
straight  because  there  is  no  way  they 
can  do  away  with  the  book  unless  the 
students  agree  and  apparently  they  do 
not.  SGA  is  now  trying  once  more  to 
get  things  on  the  move  with  the  surveys 


which  show  almost  half  of  students 
being  interested.  The  results  of  the 
surveys  will  be  discussed  at  the  next 
meeting,  but  for  now  everything  is  at  a 
deadlock,  thanks  to  two  people. 

If  you,  as  being  an  Avila  student,  are 
interested  in  voicing  an  opinion,  please 
contact  Marty  Rupp  and  she  will  be  more 
than  happy  to  listen.  Remember  you  and 
only  you  can  protect  the  yearbook! 


Octavia  Barnes 
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The  FREE  FALL  is  a 
tudent  publication  of  Avila 
College,  11901  W or  nail, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  64145. 
It  does  not  necessarily 
represent  the  views  of  the 
administration,  faculty, 
students,  or  staff. 

Those  wishing  to 
contribute  to  the  paper  in  the 
forms  of  comments,  opinions, 
articles  or  news  items,  may 
do  so  by  submitting  them  to 
the  editor  or  depositing  them 
in  the  “ Letters  to  the  Editor" 
box  in  O’Reilly  Hall.  No 
letters  will  be  printed  without 
the  signature  of  the  writer. 


Kermit  Krantz 

To  Serve  On 
Abortion  Panel 


Avila  College  will  host  Kermit  E. 
Krantz  at  the  Avila  Abortion  and 
Birthright  Seminar  on  November  22.  Dr. 
Krantz  is  Professor  and  Chairman  of 
Gynecology  and  Obstetrics  at  the 
University  of  Kansas  Medical  Center.  He 
is  also  a Professor  of  Anatomy  and  guest 
lecturer  on  the  History  of  Medicine.  Dr. 
Krantz  attended  high  school  in  Oak 
Park,  Illinois,  earned  a Bachelor  of 

Science  degree  in  1945  and  a Bachelor 
of  Medicine  in  1947  from  Northwestern 
University  School  of  Medicine.  He 
worked  for  both  his  Masters  of  Science 
and  Doctorate  in  Medicine  from  the 
same  institution.  In  1971,  William 
Woods  College  bestowed  on  Dr.  Krantz 
the  honorary  degree  (Litt.  D.). 


A Game  of  Chinese  Checkers 


by  Lin  Staten 


Kermit  E.  Krantz,  M.D. 


Kansas  Center  for  Mental  Retardation 
and  Human  Development,  and  a Member 
of  Family  for  the  Maternity  Care  and 
Childbirth  Education  Committee  of 
America  College  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists. 

Krantz  was  appointed  in  1959  and  is 
still  serving  as  Obstetrician  and 
Gynecologist  in  Chief  at  the  University 
of  Kansas  Medical  Center  in  Kansas 
City,  Kansas. 


Krantz  has  been  active  in  medicine 
since  1943  and  has  been  appointed  to 
numerous  positions.  In  1970,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  National  Association  of  Planned 
Parenthood  Physicians.  In  1971,  he 
became  a Research  Associate  for  the 


Avila's  Doctor 
To  Be  Panelist 


Dr.  Frank  Ammatelli,  a native  of 
Kansas  City  and  a Rockhurst  graduate, 
will  be  a panelist  at  the  abortion 
seminar  November  22,  in  Marion  Center 
at  6:30  p.m.  He  completed  his  medical 
studies  at  St.  Louis  University  with  a 
specialization  in  internal  medicine.  Now 
in  private  practice  and  affiliated  with 
St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  he  has  served  on 
Kansas  City’s  Physicians  Committee  for 

Life,  which  opposed  legislation  for  the 
liberalization  of  Missouri’s  abortion  law. 
Dr.  Ammatelli,  who  is  also  Avila’s 
doctor,  cares  for  many  of  the 
out-of-town  dormitory  students. 


Dr.  Krantz  holds  membership  in 
several  notable  Medical  and  Scientific 
Societies,  some  of  which  are  the 
Aerospace  Medical  Association 
American  Association  of  University 
Professors,  American  College  of 
Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists  of 
which  he  is  a Founding  Fellow,  Kansas 
Obstetrical  Society  and  is  listed  in 
“Who’s  Who  in  America.” 


Kermit  Krantz’s  postion  on  abortion 
is  that  the  individual  should  decide 
whether  the  abortive  act  is  a proper 
solution  to  the  individual’s  particular 
situation.  Dr.  Krantz  will  be  here 
November  22  at  7:30.  He  is  an 
authority  and  one  who  should  be  heard. 


The  list  of  awards  and  honors  that 
Dr.  Krantz  has  received  is  quite 
impressive.  In  1950,  he  received  the 
Foundation  Award  of  South  Atlantic 
Association  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists  for  research  on  the  gravid 
uterus  and  anatomy  of  the  human 
placenta.  Krantz  has  also  attained  the 
Foundation  Award  of  the  American 
Association  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists  for  research  on  the 
anatomy  of  the  female  urethra  and 
anterior  vaginal  wall. 

The  list  of  books  and  articles 
authored  by  Dr.  Krantz  which  have  been 
published  is  extensive. 


The  Albanians  called  it  “a  great 
defeat  for  the  United  States  of 
America.”  U.S.  Senate  minority  leader 
Hugh  Scott  called  it  “a  classic  lack  of 
appreciation.”  The  occasion  was  the 
admission  of  Red  China  to  the  United 
Nations  and  the  expulsion  of  Taiwan.  A 
76  to  35  vote  in  favor  of  the  Albanian 
resolution  brought  cheers  from  the  floor 
of  the  General  Assembly,  as  the 
delegation  from  Taiwan  walked  out  on 
the  organization  which  it  helped  to 
establish. 

Senate  reaction  showed  an 
embarassing  lack  of  foresight, 
diplomacy,  and  just  plain  common 
sense.  Said  Barry  Goldwater  (remember 
him?):  “I  for  one  do  not  want  to  cut 
down  our  contribution;  I want  to  cut  it 
out  entirely.  The  time  has  come  to 
recognize  the  United  Nations  for  the 
anti-American,  anti-freedom  organization 
that  it  has  become."  Apparently  he 
believes  in  democracy  so  long  as 
everyone  votes  the  way  we  want  them 
to. 


Vice-president  Agnew,  (with  his  usual 
political  insight),  sees  the  United 
Nations  as  “a  propaganda  sounding 
board  for  the  left.”  He  further  stated 
that  “we  will  move  away  from  assigning 
a position  of  predominant  importance  to 
that  body  until  such  time  as  there  is  a 
more  even  balance  and  fairness  exhibited 
by  the  member  nations.”  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  almost  appear  that 
the  member  nations  have  finally  done 
justice  to  themselves  in  refusing  to  be 
taken  in  by  American  cajoling  and 
“mild-mannered”  threats.  They  voted 
the  way  they  saw  fit,  apparently 
unimpressed  by  the  possible  withdrawal 
of  U.S.  aid. 


Senatorial  Reaction 

Senate  retaliation  came  swift  and 
thoughtlessly.  James  Buckley,  whose 
talents  in  the  field  of  international 
relations  almost  equal  Mr.  Agnew’s, 
introduced  an  amendment  to  cut  $101.5 

million  of  $139  million  in  the  foreign 
aid  bill  for  United  Nations  programs. 
Luckily,  a few  legislators  who  managed 
to  think  through  the  situation  calmly 
convinced  the  Senate  to  forget  this 
proposal. 


The  Senate  finally  rejected  a bill 
which  would  have  given  a two-year 
authorization  for  extension  of  aid  until 


1973,  with  a ceiling  of  $2.9  billion  each 
year.  It  also  took  away  $143  million  for 
United  Nations  voluntary  funds.  Truly  a 
mightly  blow  for  justice  coming  from  a 
country  whose  budget  is  billions.  It  is 
sure  to  have  great  political  impact  on 
the  children  of  Southeast  Asia,  the 
children  of  India,  the  children  of 
Africa ... 

(Meanwhile  military  aid  continues  to 
go  to  Pakistan,  Israel,  and  other 
freedom-loving  adults  around  the  world.) 


Perhaps  our  politicians  will  turn  into 
statesmen  sometime  within  the  coming 
election  year.  It  will  be  a bit  late  for  the 
many  people  around  the  world  who 
benefited,  perhaps  survived,  through  the 
voluntary  agencies  of  the  U.N.  If  the 
Senate  wishes  to  make  its  point,  it  has 
other  vehicles. 


Chinese  Checkers 

Better  yet,  it  had  best  reconsider  its 
past  attitude  and  the  meaning  behind 
the  U.N.  vote.  Our  country  has  been 
playing  Chinese  checkers  at  the  U.N. 
long  enough.  It  is  time  to  open  our 
eyes.  Taiwan,  although  it  has  many  good 
points  to  recommend  it  as  a 
freedom-loving  people,  has  a hang-up. 
We,  another  theoretically  freedom-loving 
people,  have  allied  ourselves  for  years 
with  Taiwan,  refusing  to  admit  it  does 
have  a problem.  The  problem  is  an 
illusion,  a belief  that  Taiwan  is  the 


government  of  Mainland  China.  Neither 
refuses  to  recognize  the  other  as  the 
official  Chinese  government,  and  only 
one  can  have  a seat  at  the  United 
Nations.  It  is  therefore  wiser  and  safer 
to  give  this  seat  to  Mainland  China.  One 
must  admit  it  is  sad  to  see  Taiwan  go.  If 
the  United  States  had  tried  to  initiate 
Taiwan  into  the  U.N.  as  a separate 
country,  instead  of  insisting  on  a 
non-acceptable,  two-Chinas  policy, 
perhaps  Taiwan  would  still  be  a 
member. 


The  fact  is  Taiwan  is  out,  and  the 
Senate  should  recognize  this,  and  work 
with  what  we  have,  namely  the 
Mainland.  The  U.S.  played  Chinese 
checkers  and  lost.  To  take  it  out  on  the 

United  Nations,  which  is  trying  to  be  a 
world  peace  organization,  is,  as  Hubert 
Humphrey  put  it,  “sort  of  like  picking 
up  your  marbles  and  trying  to  leave  the 
game.” 


Enslaved  Students  Seek  Communication 

by  Lynn  Dempsey 


In  the  colloquial  sense  of  the  word, 
slavery  was  abolished  with  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation.  However, 
rest  assured  that  slavery  is  well  and 
living  on  college  campuses  today.  A 
student’s  relationship  to  his  studies  is 
comparable  to  that  between  master  and 
slave  of  the  Civil  War  days. 

By  examining  a basic  social  attitude, 
one  can  see  why  the  student  allows 
himself  to  be  conquered  by  his  studies. 
In  society,  emphasis  is  placed  on 
productivity;  success  is  measured  by 
how  much  a person  produces.  If  a 
student  is  striving  for  a particular  status 
(for  example,  a doctor),  he  must  meet 
the  socially  defined  role  of  the  status. 
An  individual  must  prove  himself 
capable  of  securing  a specific  position 


by  the  attainment  of  factual  knowledge 
and  training. 

As  an  example  of  how  completely 
tied  to  his  schoolwork  a student  who  is 
striving  for  social  position  is,  one  might 
examine  a nightly  load  of  homework. 
Usually  the  student  is  required  to  read 
an  “average”  assignment  of  between  ten 
and  thirty  pages.  Sometimes  tests  are 
being  given  the  next  day  for  which  any 
good  student  will  pore  over  his  notes  for 
two  hours.  Papers  are  another  source  of 
time  consummation.  Fortunately,  most 
teachers  allow  four  days  for  a person  to 
write  a paper,  which  would  be  ample  if 
the  student  could  give  all  his  time  to  the 
paper.  The  pity  is  that  with  all  the 
required  work  for  a class,  a pupil  loses 
all  motivation  to  interest  himself  in 
“outside”  work. 


The  individual  does  have  the  choice 
of  whether  or  not  to  go  to  college.  In 
committing  himself  to  college,  the 
student  unknowlingly  commits  himself 
to  slavery.  He  chooses  to  study,  but  he 
cannot  choose  what  to  study.  His  mind 
is  crammed  full  of  textbook  knowledge 
and  mimeographed  sheets  of 
information,  but  after  reading  them,  he 
is  questioned  not  on  his  interpretation, 
but  on  the  memorization  of  these  facts. 
The  significance  of  the  fact  is  lost  in  the 
emphasis  on  it. 

There  are  two  reasons,  of  course, 
why  some  students  do  not  become 
slaves  to  studies.  First,  they  may  not 
care,  and  second,  they  may  have  a 
different  system  of  learning.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  wise  to  pay  close  attention  to 


the  college  student  who  learns  in  his 
own  way.  He  has  made  the  choice  to 
live  by  his  own  values,  to  live  in  his  own 
role,  that  of  an  individual.  What  effect 
does  this  person  have  on  society? 
Probably  if  at  all,  it  is  an  effect  that 
touches  only  a few.  But  even  then,  at 
least  what  this  person  believes  in  makes 
others  question  their  own  social  values. 
Through  questioning  comes  change,  and 
through  change,  comes  progress. 

Possibly  the  reason  the  individual 
rebels  against  social  norms  is  that  there 
is  more  to  learning  and  life  than  factual 
knowledge  and  being  a slave  to  that 
knowledge.  One  must  communicate  with 
other  people  to  learn  more  of  life  and 
of  himself.  It  is  just  as  important  to 
experience  life  as  to  read  books,  and  the 
two  should  be  treated  equally. 


Students  from  seven  high  schools  participated  in  Avila’s  annual  French 
Fair.  Pictured  are  exhibits  by  students  illustrating  French  culture. 


French  Fair  Awards 
Outstanding  Students 


On  November  14,  members  of  Avila’s 
French  Club,  along  with  students  and 
their  teachers  from  seven  participating 
high  schools,  enjoyed  the  annual  French 
Fair.  Every  year  at  this  time,  contestants 
from  interested  high  schools  come  to 
Avila  either  to  present  a display 
illustrating  some  aspect  of  French  culture 
and  civilization  or  to  recite  a poem  or  a 
scene  from  a play.  These  presentations 
are  then  judged,  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
oral  recitations,  first  and  second  prizes 
are  given  for  elementary,  intermediate, 
and  advanced  students. 

Members  of  LES  AMIS  DE  LA 
FRANCE  welcomed  the  visitors  in  the 
alumni  lounge  with  cookies  and  punch 
and  smiles.  The  oral  recitations  were 


opened  by  Connie  Lynn  Ripperger, 
president  of  the  French  Club.  After  all 
were  finished,  the  five  judges  returned  to 
announce  the  winners.  In  the  advanced 
class,  first  prize  was  given  to  Ann 
Hellerstein  from  nearby  Loretto 
Academy,  and  second  prize  to  Patti 
Lindley  of  O’Hara  High  School.  In  the 
intermediate  class,  Le  Blond’s  Kim 
Younger  earned  first  prize,  the  second 
award  being  given  to  Rand  Morris  from 
Lee’s  Summit,  and  with  honorable 
mention  to  Jean  McFadden  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Sion.  Carla  La  Forge,  also  from 
Notre  Dame,  secured  first  prize  in  the 
elementary  competition,  and  Jim  Nash 
from  Van  Horn  High  School  was  named 
second.  A special  prize  was  also  awarded 
to  Hogan  High. 


House-Senate  Conference 
Revises  1971  Draft  Laws 


There  has  been  a revision  of  the  draft 
laws  for  1971  which  was  the  result  of  a 
House-Senate  conference. 

STUDENT  DEFERMENTS  have  been 
repealed  by  both  houses.  However, 
Selective  Service  will  continue  to  grant 
deferments  to  all  students  until  the  bill 
passes  the  Senate  again.  It  is  expected 
that  after  the  new  laws  go  into  effect, 
the  President  will  issue  an  order  to 
cancel  all  deferments  granted  after  the 
1971  Spring  Semester.  The  one 
exception  is  that  all  and  only  students 
who  obtained  a deferment  before  April 
23,  1970,  will  be  permitted  to  keep 
them. 

Students  who  received  their  induction 
notice  during  the  school  year  will  not  be 
able  to  get  I-S(c)  deferements,  but  their 
dates  will  be  postponed  until  the 
semester  or  school  year  is  over. 

EXEMPTIONS  from  the  draft  for 
Aliens  or  non-U. S.  citizens  has  been 
extended  to  include  three  categories:  1. 
Those  living  in  the  U.S.,  but  employed 
by  a foreign  government  or  agency,  2. 
Those  having  been  a residents  of  the 
U.S.  for  less  than  a year,  and  3.  Those 
who 


have  already  served  in  the  military 
forces  of  an  allied  country.  Also  the 
Category  of  Surviving  Son  has  been 
extended  and  now  includes  anyone 
whose  father,  full  brother,  or  full  sister 
is  missing,  dead,  or  captured  due  to 
military  service.  This  clause  has  been 
ruled  retroactive  providing  for  anyone 
drafted  under  the  Military  Act  of  1967, 
and  who  qualifies  for  this  exemption, 
and  who  can  be  discharged  if  evidence  is 
presented. 

CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS  can 
still  only  obtain  a CO  for  reasons  based 
on  the  causes  described  in  U.S.  vs. 
Seager  and  U.S.  vs.  Welsh  cases  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Now  the  National 
Headquarters  are  responsible  for  finding 
appropriate  jobs  for  Conscientious 
Objectors. 

A filibuster  of  the  bill  over  the 
Mansfield  amendment  is  becoming 
increasingly  possible  unless  the  Vietnam 
situation  improves,  and  the  Selective 
Service  may  have  to  again  begin  to  draft 
the  men  who  have  lost  their  deferments 
to  fill  the  requirements.  Eligible  students 
should  keep  informed  as  to  further 
changes  or  developments. 


newshriefs 


Preregistration  for  next  semester  is 
over  now,  reminding  students  and 
teachers  alike  that  the  close  of  this 
semester  is  coming  nearer.  Returning 
after  Thanksgiving  vacation,  we  will  find 
ourselves  faced  with  three  final  and 
crucial  weeks  of  school.  Good  luck  to 
all  those  who  make  it  through  and 
return  to  try  again. 

The  sophomore  Hass  sponsored 
another  Coffeehouse  November  12  in  the 
Cove.  It  was  their  third  activity  of  this 
kind  to  raise  funds  for  the  Winter  Formal. 
The  entertainment  for  the  evening  was 
provided  by  Sugar  Creek,  a group  of 
guitarists,  and  Gus  Geiger,  an  Avila 
student  who  performed  folk  songs  and  his 
own  compositions. 


On  November  18,  the  newspaper  staff 
and  a group  of  students  and  faculty 
attended  a talk  of  “Creative  Irenas  on 
Modem  Journalism.”  Mrs.  Lois  Wolfe, 
an  outstanding  journalist,  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

Chet  Nichols  appeared  in  concert  at 
Avila  November  15.  SAB  sponsored  the 
event. 


The  CEC  Sibling  Panel  was  held  as 
scheduled  November  10.  Brothers  and 
sisters  of  retarded  children  answered 
questions  of  interested  students  and 
related  their  experiences  with  them. 

Many  Avila  Students  have  sculpture 
pieces  featured  in  the  exhibit  presently 
at  Metcalf.  An  all-student  exhibit  is 
planned  for  February  of  ’72. 


SGA  is  deliberating  as  to  whether  to  keep 
the  yearbook  or  to  make  a memory  book. 
Surveys  are  still  pending. 


Members  of  the  Black  Student  Union 
sponsored  their  “Soul  to  Soul”  talent 
show  November  7.  They  hope  to  make  it 
an  annual  event. 


Seen  tea  candies  are  on  sale  for  uie 
missions.  Proceeds  will  be  for  Bishop 
Shoury  Thumma’s  people  in  South 
India.  Students  may  take  the 
opportunity  to  do  some  Christmas 
shopping  and  also  their  bit  for  the 
missions. 


Do  more.  Be  more. 
As  an  Army  nurse. 


r 

Nurse  Counselor 
US  Army  Main  Station 
2420  Broadway 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  64108 

□ I'm  a registered  nurse. 

□ A student  nurse  interested  in 
financial  assistance. 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Date  of  Birth 

BSU  Talent  Show  Declared  Success 


Sunday  night,  November  7,  1971,  the 
Black  Student  Union  sponsored  an 
All-City  Talent  Show.  The  theatre  which 
has  never  been  filled  to  capacity,  was 
overflowing  with  people  both  young  and 
old. 

As  the  show  began,  the  theatre  rocked 
to  the  sounds  of  music  produced  by 
bands,  singers,  pianists,  and  lingered  on 
the  winning  performance  of  a dramatic 
dialogue.  At  the  end  of  the  show,  while 
the  judges  were  reaching  a decision,  there 
was  a brief  show  of  various  fashions  worn 
by  Avila’s  students. 


After  the  judges  deliberated  their 
results  the  winners  were  announced. 
Jamie  Evans  and  Michele  Coe  claimed 
first  prize,  Baker  University  second,  and 
Sumner  and  Wyandotte  High  Schools 
placed  third  in  the  event. 


BSU  President,  Octavia  Barnes, 
remarked  on  the  outcome  of  the  show. 
“On  the  whole  the  program  was  a success 
financially  as  well  as  socially,”  she  said. 
“I’m  sure  that  this  will  be  a yearly  project 
for  Avila’s  Black  Student  Union.” 


FREE  FALL  is  your  vehicle  of  communication  as  a student  oi  Avila  College.  Let  us  hear  your  voice. 


